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Algorithm for the Management of High Dose (150 mg daily) Diclofenac 

Usage in Chronic Pain Patients 
 

Does patient 
perceive 
benefit to 
ongoing 

diclofenac?1 

Baseline 
cardiac risk for 
major vascular 
event >0.5% 
per annum 

Discontinue 
diclofenac and 

reassess 

Has the  
patient 

worsened? 

Consider 
naproxen 500 

mg bid or 
diclofenac 100 

mg daily 

Continue 
diclofenac 

Discontinue 
diclofenac 

Discontinue high-
dose diclofenac 

1 It is assumed that one has optimized non-pharmacological treatments and that one has considered the risk of serious  

gastrointestinal events before continuing chronic NSAID usage. 


